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. Magazine “The Derbeian” Autumn 
edition October 2018 saw the latest 
issue of the Magazine published. Due to 
the success of both the Spring and 
Summer editions we were further 
privileged to be invited to write another 
article, this time concentrating on the fact 
in November 2018 we would be 
commemorating the centenary of the end 
of WWI on 11th November. We need to 
realise that any school (or an ‘old boys’ 
Society) owning their own War Memorial is 
very unique in the UK.  

 

Front cover of Autumn edition of 
The Derbeian 

 

 

Page 42 The Derbeian Autumn 2018 

Ernest William Gillard MBE Positive 
moves have finally been made to officially 
mark the 50 years that the Gillard Copse 
has been in existence since 1968. 
Currently Derby Moor Academy are 
refurbishing the two remaining wooden 
benches and the OD Society have 
promised to provide a suitable inscribed 
plaque commemorating the fact the Copse 
is 50 years old. 

 

Gillard Copse of maple trees in July 
2018 
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Three benches now fitted within 
Gillard Copse 

Fourth Cadet Corps Reunion Whilst 
not as successful as previous reunions it 
is pleasant to report a total of 9 OD’s plus 
3 ex Commanding Officers – namely 
Messrs Bob Pettigrew, Eric Wood and 
Mike Foulke attended. The event took 
place on Tuesday 4th September 2018 

 

Cadet Corps Reunion addressed by 
our President at Georgian House 

Hotel 

Of especial interest to everyone was a 
recently purchased OTC Officer’s 
Swagger Stick complete with school coat 
of arms including Bishop’s mitre. For its 
acquisition we have to thank Andrew 
Polkey for his vigilance. It is considered 
there may be only two such swagger 
sticks in the country. 

 

Derby School Officer’s OTC Swagger 
Stick 

1950 School versus Staff Cricket Match 
Photograph In the Summer of last year 
Barrie Williams (1946-1951) of Bognor 
Regis donated a previously unseen B&W 
photograph of this annual match which to 
took place every Summer term on 
Parker’s Piece. Such was the interest it 
created a Bygone’s article for the Derby 
Telegraph, which appeared on Sat. 10th 
Nov. We asked readers if they could 
identify everyone of both teams, within two 
weeks this was achieved. 

Clan Angus Merchant Ship School Trip 
Another unseen photograph donated by 
Les Sims (1944-1949) formed another 
Bygones article which appeared on 
Thursday 15th Nov. Much interest was 
created dating the photo around 1948 or 
1949. 

 

School party on foredeck of Clan 
Angus – late 1940’s 
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Centenary Remembrance of armistice 
of WWI on 11th November 1918 East 
Midlands BBC TV evening News 
programme created a News Item about 
our War Memorial. The programme maker 
was James Roberson who did the filming, 
was shown in the run-up to Armistice 
Sunday and we obtained a copy. A large 
group attended this service with a special 
Order of Service. 

 

Outside & inside Order of Service 

 

The three special wooden crosses 
planted during the 11/11/2018 Service 

Rev’d John Flamsteed’s Biography - 
the First Astronomer Royal Without any 
doubt the donation of this huge tome from 
Brian W. Long (1946-1951) was a 
generous gift.to the Society. It sits within 
our new display case in the DGS library.  

In addition, we have been donated Brian 
Long’s private research recently 
completed himself for a special 
presentation to the Historical Society in 
Peterborough. 

 

Front cover of John Flamsteed’s 
biography now in OD’s Archives 

 

Donation of glass topped Display Case 
In December 2018 Derby Grammar 
School kindly donated a superb glass 
topped museum style display case for our 
use to better display previously unseen 
pieces of memorabilia and documents 
from the OD archives. It is on display in 
the newly created Sixth Form centre in 
their Library. It is certainly a most welcome 
and acceptable gift. 
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New Display Case for OD Society 
archives 

 

Display Case with glass hinged top 
section 

Below the display section there are 
two large full-width drawers for storage 
of documents and similar memorabilia. 

Weston Kettle Trophy A special 
Sports trophy originally presented by 
the Rev. Walter Weston to Derby 
School sometime in the early 1930’s  
is shown here with its very complicated 
and delicate design. Running both on 
the base and also around the rim are 
engraved the dozens of young men’s 
names who in decades past had won 
the Mile Race at each year’s Sports 
Day. Currently this trophy is awarded 
every year at the annual Speech Day 
at DGS. 

 

Weston Kettle on display 

 

Underneath of trophy showing 
names of pupils who won the 

Annual Mile Race 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by J. Barrie Sheard – 
Archivist to the Old Derbeian Society - 

5th February 2019 


